THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

other living person? The pious Genevese pastor rejected
as "monstrous" this appeal to Christian peace. All he
did was to start a new devil's tattoo against Castellio, re-
inforced by the poison gases of contempt and incitation.
Another lie was launched, in the hope of exposing
Castellio to suspicion or at least to ridicule. Perhaps
this was the most perfidious of all Calvin's onslaughts.
Although attendance at dramatic performances was re-
garded as a sin in Geneva, in the Genevese seminary
Calvin's disciples staged a "pious" school comedy in
which Castellio, under the thin disguise De parvo Castello,
appeared as Satan's chief servant, and in which he was
made to say :

Quant a moy, un chacunje sers
Pour argent en prose qy en vers
Aussi ne vis-je d'aultre chose. . . .

This gross calumny, that a man whose life had been
passed in apostolic poverty had sold his pen, and that the
advocate of toleration was a salaried agitator on behalf of
the papacy, was voiced by permission, nay, by encour-
agement of the leaders in Geneva. But the rancour of the
Calvinists had long since made them unable to distin-
guish between truth and calumny. All they cared about
was getting Castellio deprived of his professorial chair at
Basle, seeing to it that his writings should be burned, and,
if possible, himself burned as well.

These good haters were now favoured by fortune.
During one of the customary house-to-house visitations in
Geneva, two burghers were found conning a book which
lacked Calvin's imprimatur. There was no author's
name on the title-page or colophon, nor any place of
publication mentioned. But all the more for that did the
opuscule, Conseil a la France dholee, smell of heresy. The
two readers were promptly brought before the Con-
sistory. Dreading thumbscrew and rack, they hastened
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